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TY ber wette 3 or private” Digened 
15 at this national degradation, as well as at the partieular | | 
conduct of Mr. Waſhington to me; I wrote to him (r. E 
Waſhington): on the'22d uf February (1795)"tinider cover to 5 
the then Secretary of State (Mr. Randolph) and entruſted he Oe 
letter to Mr: Letombe, who was appointed French conful . 
; to 0 Philadelphia," and: was on the'point of taking bis depa . 
5 ture.” When 1 ſuppoſed Mr. Letombe bach ſallec 1 Wendl... 
* the Letter to Mr. Monroe, and às 1 Was then in his | 
| _ houſe, I ſhewed it o bim. He expreſſed a wih hat! A 
b recalſ it, which he ſuppoſed might be done, as he hadHearn- = 
ed that Mr. Letombe had not then ſailed; I agreed t o 
„ bo and it was returned by dür Lesonbe nader cover * RUN 
as r. More. e e or "4 SR * N „n, by | 7 2285 
7 Pus letter, however; in now reach Mr. "Waſhington wb- - | 
Fs, liel. in che eourſe f „ 50 ODE en OT 
Þ About the mouth of September following, L had a ſevere 3 
5 | ; "which gave oœcafon to the report of my death. al... 8 
3 _ it coming on a codfiderable/time- before, i» "RO 
4 1 tolaften the work I bad then in hand. — 
„ cen Fert & the ary of: Reaſon, When I kad filithed that 
+ work, Ibeſtowe er letter on Mr. Watſhiigton; Ghieh i 
5 1 cover to Mr. Benj. e Buche of Phila: = 
| "FO The leer is avfollows,” oral e 14; 9b 15 1 0 
4 | ee YI N 1 85 3n *& oy ben Sep 1 5 Lo 55 
i ns Groker Wainigoron, Prictvges ie, was 
£1 ee ee, $7 Ip" e 4151 Js 5 . 
e 1” 1. W 5 8 0 * on” WOE 1 | 
hy . © Pe rin 2 15 ano 
I bad wr wait von a Shy Oy. Le etom e, French & 
ful, bet at the requeſt of Mr. Monroe T withdrew i it, E 
" the letter is fill by me.. I was the more cat p prevail 
vpon to 90 this, a8 it was then my igtention to have e 5 
_ turned to America the latter end of the preſent. you one 
{| © hut tp illnels 1 now, ſuſie, prevents, me. _In/ale Thad. — ' | 
I Letze, I thould haye applied. to you. for doch arts of 1 — "Roe 
8 letters (and of your private ones, if you had choſen. . $I 
- wg e them) as contained any inftruQiona or dire 
FE | _ Lither to Mr, Monroe, or to Mr. Morie, or to % tber . 
Ip eſpeting me; for, ay OO informed of my e 
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— in Frances a tas a ene 6 


made ſome en qui into tbe cauſe, as yu might very well 
-egnclude, that I had not the op ty of: informing; you 


of. it. 1 Sannot underſtand your :Glence upon this /ſabje&t 
: Bpon- any other grophd, than \as connivance at my impri- 
[ foument; and this is the manner it is underſtood here, and 


will be underſtood in America. unleſs you can give me au- 
thority for con gicting it. I therefore. write you this let- 
der, to propoſe to vou 16 ap cqpies of any letters you 


Eo 


bas Written that you may remove that ſuſpicion; In the 
15 0 preface to-.the.ſecont part of the Ag 
; "OO 4 memorandum from the hand writing of Robeſpi- 


xe. af Reaſon, I have 


| \groend of. being. bore Reidl and. eee not 
5 _ enquiring inte tde cauſe 6f that im priſanment and reclaim- 
dit me againſt it, was tacötiy giving me up, I ought" not 
| 1 Have ſulpeced you vf ty 


hery.; but whether I tecover 
Hom the Annes 1 nde ſoffer or det, 1 ſhall opminue to 
think you 4 trexherois, rill you. give me canſe to think other- 
_ wiſe, I am ſure you would have found ourtelf more. 

your caſe had you afted by me as vou ought ; for, 
* your deſertion of me was intended to pratify: ales 8 
lic; goverament, or to let me fall into deſtruction in France, 
.; That you . him the We ee the French re- 
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As ix is 9 . to. chil thoſe one would G 
. to reſpoct, it ia not withent ſome difficolty that 1 have taken 
"0 _ the reſolution to write to you. The dangers to Which I. hase 
. been expoſed cannot hase been unlen een to you, and the | = 
1 + guarded filence you have obſerved upon that LINES „„ 
„ That 1 ought not to have expedted fro he 1 
friend or as Preſident of the Uoited States. V 
Vou know eng of my charü der to UG . WY | 7 
could. not have deſerved impriſonment in France, and with- DL 
ont knowing any ching more than this, you. bad fofficient 
_ ground to have taken ſome intereſt for my ſafety. Every 
.motipe-arifing from xecolieRion af times paſt, ought to bye 
ſuggeſted to you the propriety of ſueh u meafu. I I an- | 
not find that you have ſo moch as direfted any enger e e 
made, whether I was in priſdu or at liberty, dead or Av, 5 
what the cauſp of chat impriſoament was, ob ether chere F 9 
Was an ſervice. or aſſiſtance you could render. . 9 88 
| Lought'to-haye- expected from America after the part I have 
acted towards her, or will it redound. to her honout « or on 
as mat I tell the Rory. I db nor hefitato 0 fuß, , 20 
vou have not ferved America. wich more eee uk or „„ I 
; 5 zeal, or more fidelity, Shaw mytelf, aud 1 kpow — 
if with better effet. After the revolution. of America w VU“ 
eſtubliſned I ventured into new Trency of sligiculcics to ebend e 
ile prineiples which that revolution had produced, and n 
reſted ut home te partake of the advantz Ia 'the prov 
_ girly of events yen beheld yourſelf. a a hoes PN Lore iy 
_ and me a priſoner in France. ee 1 
ä or friend, and became filem. %% 
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5 try and do nothing for ir. But Morris is ſo, e eee 
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6 believed, pt wiſhed FR This was the vperating <p 


tive with the deſpotic faction that impriſoned me in France 
(thoꝰ the pretence was, that I was a foreigner) and thoſe that 
have been ſilent and inactive towards me in America, appear 
to me to have added from the ſame motive, of wiſhing me 
out of the . It i is an. for * M0. Siſcover wc 
| other, „ 
| Conkdering ha. part 1 * FIR _w_ bin of 
America it is natural chat I feel indreied | in Whatever relates 
to her character ang roſperity... Though Jam not on the b 
| ſpot, to ſee what is immediately, acting there, 1 ſee ſome. 
part of what the is acting in Burope, For your an ſake, 
as well as for that of America, I was: both ſurpriſed and con- 
cerned at the appointment of Gouverneur Morris to be 
5 miniſter to France, Hig conduct has proved that the opinion 5 
1 had. fermed of that appointment weg well founded. 1 
wrpte that, 0] pinion to Nr. +; e at the dune, and * 


| an e Me e ” 4 lis). Dango ee een 
_ - polity, rendered him at; once oſſfenſi ye, ſuſpected, and ridi- 
_culous ; And his total neglect of all baſineſs had ſo. diſguſted 
the Americans, that they propoſed entering a proteſt againſt 
him. He carried this neglect to uch an extreme, that it was 
neceſſary to inform him of it, and I aſked him one day if be 
did not feel himſelf 4 1 to take the money of the con 


and voluptuouineſs that be cares nothing about chatacter. 
Had he not been removed at ihe time be was, I thin bis con- 
duct would have precipitated. the two countries into 2 rupr / 
ture; and in this caſe, hated Hhtematicallyy 25 America, is. 
andever will be by: the. Britiſh, goyernmegt,, and ſuſpeged 
France, che commerce of America ae am fallen TOY 
g to both countries. _ „ 
. e eee cond | 
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eee 


£ Leds of Mr. Jay in Eo glan - hi xe) 
.- of the American; government conti 
8 who has gon ibu | 


- 


= * 4 1 „ 
and 4 indignition; tion, the eden Jay to Gti It js fatirg ; 


vpon the declaration” of Independence, and an encourage- 
went to the Briti government to treat America with can, 
tempt. At the time this miniſter of petitions was acting this 
wiſembie pam, "ks he had every means in his hands to enable „ 
bim to have done his bufiveſs as he ought, ' The ſucceſs o | 
failure of his miſſion depended ypon the ſucceſs or failure of + 4/4 
| | the French arms: Had France failed,” Mr. Jay might have © 
det his humble petition in his pocket and gone home. Phe 
„ happened to be otherwife, and he has ſacrificed the 
N | honour and perbaps all the advantages of it, * by, turning 
petitioner. © I take it for granted, that he was ſent to demand 
indemnification for the captured property; and in this caſe, „ 
| if he thought he wanted a preamble to his demand, he. might 0 
mate ſaid: That tho? the government of Bagland mige 
e ſuppoſe itſelf under the 'neceſſity of \ ſeizing” American, | 


Is _ - * property” bound to France, yet that ſuppoſed tec; | 
„ could not preclude indemnifcation to the proprietors,” 8 
15 «who, acting under the authority of their o- government. ! 
I accountable to any other. —But Mir. Jay fes, 4 
P out with an implied recognition of the' right of the Britim L 

| gover nment to ſeize and condemn; for he enters his com- e J | 

Plaint againſt the irregularity of the ſeizures and the con- 55 3 

_ demnation, as if they were reprebeuſible only by not being „ 
„„ 1, conformable to the terms of the proclamation under which they „ : 

| were ſcized. Inſtead of being the Envoy of a government.. 


he goes over like a lawyer to demand à new trial. I ea 

Th 8 help: believing, that Grenville wrote the note himſelf |  } 
. dad fay ſigned it, for the fiile of it- is domeſtic and not $ 9 N 3 
: : diplomatie. | The term, His Majeſty, uſed without any. 1 
deſcriptive epithet, das iignifies the king whom. the Mi. 
niſter that ſpeaks repreſents; If this finking of the demand 
into a petition was à jugglo between Grenville and Jays. ER? 
_ "cover the” indemnification, T think it wilt end in another. - 
5 juggle. that of never paying the money, and be made uſe | 
| of afterwais to preelade the right of demshding it; + 
|. - ae Jay bas virtually Uiſowned' the right, by appealing ts þ the 
ON magunanimity of his Majafly againſt the capturers. He has & 
© poſt ord. eee ee wh the 6 
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8 ie - If, Gir lung ſome pan of this affair into ridjeule, Ts 
d avoid che vapleatiat ſen{atiqn'of pour ladigaption. {3 
Bt:  * _ Amengotbtr things, which I coofeG. I 5 
| | is the proclamation. of neutrality. This has lane appeared 
to me a5 an aſſuwption on the part of the executive. not 
| - warzanted by .the conſtitution. | Bat paſing this over, as 3 ; 
Aiſpotable caſe, an and conſidering it only as political, the 
| conſequence bps been that of ſuſtaining the loſſes of war 
- without the balance of repriſals. When the profeſſion f 
neatrality on the part of America was anſwered by hoflifities 
on the part of, Britain, the object and intention of that neu- 
 trality exiſted nolonger, and to maigtaiti it after this was not 
only to encpurage further inſults and depredations, but was 
_ ET en breach of neutrality towards France, by paC-. 
r bel contributing to the aid of ber enemy. That the ge- 
Wil: | veranent of Englaud confidered the American gayernment = 

1 2 pufillavimous is evident from the encresſing inſglenge, of 
. * che. mer towards he wer, di Oe ateir of Genoral 
VW., Sha den ſow it might be polhble 0 kick a go- 
Wk "crnmebt jad ſome degree of ſpirit. S0 far as the procla- 
r was intended. to. prevent a Giflolure = 
1  ſpivit of  privaiqerieg/in Amexica under foreign coloprs,. it 
| REELS | was undoubtedly Jaudable 3 bat td continue it as 4 govern- Y 
want neutrality, after the commerce. of the. country. was 
| Wy „ | | made war upon Was ſubmiſion ang not neutrality. 5 © have 
dan fo much about this thing galled neptralicy, chat 1 
wos not if the ungenerous and diſnoncumple filence. (for 

I ͥ mauſt call ir ſueb) hat has been obſerved by your.pgri cf the > 
1 

government towards me, during My ippriſonmeny 0 * 

- ene ariſen from that poltern 
hc Lhave Written you this letter, you ought vot te g- = 
pales has been ud agreeable updeftakiog. d me. Qaxhe 
F L une you, it has; goſt mr dome dilquietage,. 1 
am ſorry; dn have given me Fane be d it: for as I have 
dye remembered your former friendſhip. with * 
er aloſs hy you en OT TOO. 
1 1 8 AS 5 5 Mis tags ran. 55 
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e and it was upon this ant 


"— 


"tide Gas * men his 4 
7 Kore tape to o confirm. that opinion. Had I wanted a comnmety- 
n reſpect to my imprilonment in France, l 
| Sine of Mis den bis: furniſhed: me. with it. Whzt I here 

allude id is a publication in a Philadelphia. paper, copied. af- 


terwards into a New York paper, both under the patrtmage 
r the Waſhiogton. faction, in which the writer, ſtill ſuppo - 
ſing me in priſon in France, wonders at my lengrhy-reſpite 


rom the ſeaffohl; and be marks his politics ill further by = 
ns, I appears, moreyer, that che people of England 


did net reliſh his (Thomas Paine's) opinions quite ſa well 


< as he enpected, and that for one of his laſt pigees, as de- | 


« ſtructive to the peace and. happineſs of their country, 
„ (meaning, I ſuppoſe, the Rights of Mar) they threatened 
WE our knight-errant with ſuch ſerious. Vengeance, that, to 
4. ayold a trip to Botany. dan Aeg ores: . 1. l/ 007 Aa 
*® lk dangerous ee hr e 
I am not refuting or een the falth 
"publication, for it is ſufficiently notorious ; neither am 1 
ſuring the writers on the contrary I thank bim bon the en- 
* planatiop he bas incautiouſly given of the prineiples ef the 
Waſhington faction, lofignificant, however, as the piece is, 
it was.capable. of having had ſome ill effect, had it arrived in 


Prancę during my impriſonment and in the time of Robe 
5 a 1 and ane GT 3 10 


vate Fairs. It would have been far more agreeable to me, 


Errors or caprices of the temper, can be p 


2 forgonen: but a cold deliberate crime: of the heart, 


ſuch as. Mr, Waſhington is capable of acting, i 16 ew to be 
binden away. 1 now] proceed to other matter. 4 TO 13 

After Jay's note to Grenville arrived in Paris from -Y 
"= the character of every thing that was to! ght 
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ppoing chat thy ae | 


"oY have now 1 5 with 115 Wini on 8 cep 90. | 
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| bad his. condy& been ſuch as not to have merited theſe re- . 
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0 that T wave antitikes, — it ba be 
X than I expected. e e eee FOO 5 INF Tron if 


8 . act in the world, is ſon of non:deſcribable, cen 50 
| Joured thing, called prudence. It is, uf caſes,” a fubſti- 


75 had no of knowing what I here Rate)" he authorized 
it, I fay, to be made known, and that for the purpo 


. miſfion to England, that the object of that miſſion aud of Mr. 
: Jay'sauthotity, was reſtricted to that of de 


man will pals better through the world Iich a Webtana - wh 


\ falſh60d. When ene is dete ed, u tn 


_  an'Engliſhnewſpapery which announced thats ireaty % 
” Gs lea had deen We e bete cen aw United de 


n moch werde 


It would naturally occur to r Waſhington, chat the ſe- 


; crery-of: Tay's miffion to England; where there was already | 
an American miniſter, could not but erkate ſome ſufpicion | 
in the French government; | cſpetially 


ſly as the condoct of 
Morris had been notoriouy and this 4 0 of Mir. Waſh- 
ington with Morris was RRONN, LT ee by 7004” . 
The character which Mr. Wathinge n has altem 


tute for principle, and is ſo nearly allied to hypoeriſy, that 
it eaſily flides into bn; His genius for rudence furniſhed him 
in this inſtance with an expedient, that ſerved, as is the natu- 
ral and general chargcter of all TR to diminiſh ' the 


eee of the moment * multiply them after f 


a e known to the French 
pingh' 4 eanddentia} mb & (hir, * Waſhington | 
| "that 1 was a member of the Convention, und 


preventing any-pntafineſy to: France on the ſcore of Mr Jay's 


mar diogthe eren 


of the weſtern paſts and indemnification for the cargoes eib 
tured i in American veſſels. Mr. Waſhington knows that th PREM 
was untrue ; ; and knowing this, he had good reaſon to- bim 
ſelf for refuſing to furniſh the Houſe of Repreſentatives v 1 
| meer, Anſtructions given to Jay; as he wight fo 


ng other things, that he ſhould alſo-be called upon 
lor copies of inſtructions given ta other miniſters, and 8 


in the contradi&ten of inſtructions his Want of integrity 
would be detected. Mr. Waſhington may now, e 


learn, 'when it is tog late to be of any vſe to kim; that a 


errors upon bis" back; thah in being detecked in” ONE 


The firſt account that arrived in, 
_ negotiated by Mr. Jay (hr m6 od 51 
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76 


: every, Americania Parley as, em mpc 
it was diſbelieved by the French, it imprinted a ſuſpiciom 


leuts I hall ſpeak hereaf 


tte part or the Arie k 
faith of an ay; but they were not in a diſpoſition to be finipoſe# up by 
coun ter- treaty. That Jay: n no Re beyond the dae | 


? che Britiſh, treaty, goes, * 7 8 a 
and in France 3. and without, goiog. to any, other. ſouree.it followed x natu A 
from the meſſage of the Preſiden) yo 0 Congreſs, when. he nominated. ax. 


TT. 
wat and fogland./ This was tl 3 by. 
'ſfble things and though 


that ſome; underhand baſideſs was. going forward.“ At Ep 
length the treaty iiſelf a rived, and every welten Sy un. 


tican bluſhed, with ſhame. Es 3 e 179 FT ws EO 2 I e ; 0 wa 
It is curious to ohſerver how. the appearanges A | 
will change, whil{,theroot that produces them remains bs 


ſame. The Washington adminiſtration having waded thro 


the tough of degociation, anc hilft i it amuſed France with | 
| on hip contrived to injure. her, immedi- 
ately throws gf the hypocrites. and aſſumes the ſwaggering 


ns of friend 


air of a brauado. The party papers of that imbecile adm / 


| niſtration were on this occaſion nlled with .paragrdphs abent 
Sd uereigniy. A poltroon ma 
ton let another kick him, asd this is the only kind of, 
ſovereiguty ſhewn in dhe treaty with England. But theſe 


boaſt, of his ſovereign right 


y Pickering well knows, 


daſhingriparagraphs,. 


were; incaaded Ss mithout whole — e 
| money and ſhips, Mr. Waſhington | would; ad Sl 


poor figure in the American war. But of his 


A 6/290; 6 Ky CIs iy thee hee 4 


| ®1t was the embarraſſivnent into which the affeirs ang credit of. 


die it, and that by ever 


detween America an 


erican government, not very conſiſtent with he For 


ſtatedg;/or; none th 


A. I delenes:; in America, 


5 
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ig k 


4 n 22 
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were thrown ut this inſtant by! the report above alluded to, that made it 
| means ariſing roch opinion ar + = 
| founded upon auth The Committee of Public. Safety, exiſting at, 
that ime, had [agree t to the, full execution, on their part, . f the. treaty. 

| France, notwi 7ithftanding ſome « equivocal candutt, an 


upon hat m retary 3 Jay eame to Paris ſoon after he 
treatywith England had deen conch mr ; with Mm a copy of = 
| = Jay's inſtru which he . to eee 8 
Mr. Jail ene. #8 © fried, not to he them do nv bady. a 
did not permit him to ſhaw them e me. Who is ity, ſaid. bim, that, . 
ve ; intend 'to | implicate 48 cenſureable by ſhewing, thoſe inſtrnet ons? Per "IN 
| implication anay fall up r | * Though 1.6 ” 
the in | f t t 4 e % reg x 1 that „ 
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0 3 lens any diſoumon of any ett 1 

Jay's treaty: I mall ſpeak only apon the whole of- . It is 

attemipied to be juſtiſied on the gronnd of its not . i 
violation of any attiobe: or artieles of the treaty pr e. 

wu Frunte- Bur tbe ſovereigu right df-explanatic 

not lie with George e rene ae hs” 
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ny 


ji ma: AAR en rms cee called 
168, e. peep Wen wn wah be ated on che national 
permit . — ” "1 dion: dee ja 
& nber 4s it has relavion 40 the reaty-: 


— between eee . | 

There is npt a Þritifh miniſter, « Prins ee 6 0 or Bel. 5 By 
tiſh-agertt or (gilpy in America, that does nat apxigu(}y. wi 
the ſame thing The treaty — — 1 
port to ſupply: England with na val ſtores and other articles „ 
of re eee whilſt the ſame arücles, open ve N 


65 rogerber ene dene Wants in mne 


vo eee it ſhould ba teaſed e hls mans 
dan Envoy extraordinary o America, to ate l. 
Wacbengtos sd me government. a preſent 'of the treaty; and 


to have no more to. d with that or wich Lim, It. was, a0 the 
ſame; time, officially - declared to the American miniſter at f 


Paris, ee eee rather bee the" 7 
my rhas a tres 


and the lofs of character in che world, is che ce cvi/ht; 
lull to in the beginning of this letter; to which your 
Nee wee gebe. eke deere Nabe 
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1 fhrafore-madsitg) Engl d by: Jay's 1 


eee eee 


eee e to Manns and become enggkfred - 


* * ante1 md whale his ex hy: Taglande: Nee OTE 
Te -. Jay's:treaty. makes a conceſſion to Engla 


an xd 


4 and as 


neh. of ſeizing naval ſtores. in American ſhips and 


een ning. them as contraband. 


hat the prov i ons and other a 


s alſo à conceſſion 


to Kn to ſeiz proviſions and - artigler in American 
5 {pes aero are all other articles, And none but un 
ignoramus, or ſomethiag worſes would: he 

** into A treaty: Tbe condition annexed to this caſe is, 


vet put ſuch a 


ſo ſeized are to be paid 


ben enge ne 85 ee Nee oi "Mr: Sf Wot as e- 


e AL 


dn ae, to Negele | 


other articles in — ine e 
nos ping anther fo were made to fit ee 
Aa ee was ves __ 


ia os as 2 de ths mould 


mation Wt London 5 the 9 men Vith the a adde, 


ement of the ee eee e wil. A 


en rims 6 from... 


ng accounts . 
Ann _—_ mae more 


* nai t. 1 5 view, the rang” W: | 8 


ien wd Bagliſh government. It 


5 


/ 


2 . J W * — 2 3 1 L 2 8 1 : 3 = „ RT 3 * . = NS 
- 4 — + he = — yo - — F a+ r - * « * F of F 
f 4 « pe * 3 X28 72 0 ; 
= a 8 3 oy Tx *. 5 05 2 2 . % ; * "RP 
*. CRags Fa N * 2 2 4 | . 2 - 
5 7 : ” "a . 6 v 8 2 
* 


oy rica and France was formed on the moſt liberal 7 5 | 6 Þ 3 


- Americas to the Repreſentatives of the French phaple, 


8 Republic, the great and good friend and ally of 2 Vaittd States. 88 | 


Sat © 


8 "a government. to citing American property at ſes to In "ol 

amount, and pay for it when i it ſuits her; and besides this, 9 
= treaty is in every point of view A ſurrender of the rights - = 

of American commerce ang navigation, and a refuſal to. 75 
France of the rights of neutrality. . The American flag % ; 
not no 4 neutral flag to France: Jay's 's Dn: of. ſurrender . 


. Lives: a: monopoly of it to England. $5: 1 * 
; On, the contrary, 5 the treaty of commerce e betweerw., 


— = 


2 95 5 EL! 5 
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+ and calculated, to give the greateſt encouragement 40 
the infatit commeree of - Amefica. France was neither 4 
Carrie nor an., exporter. of. naval. ſtores or of provifions. 4 
Thboſe articles. belonged wholly to America, and they bad 
all. the, protection 1 in that treaty: which, a treaty; could, give. * 
But ſo much has that treaty been perverted, thattheliberality 
of it, on the part of France; has ſerved ta:enconmge.Jay 
to make a counter - treaty wit Eogland ; for he muſt, have : 8 
ſuppoſed the hands of France tied up by her treaty; wit 
America, ben he was maleing ſuch large conceſſions in 
favour of England. The injury which Mr. Waſhington” 5 2. N 
wisiſtration has de be to the character as welkas. te the com-. 
merce of America is too great to de repaired by him. Ve- 8 
reign nations. will be ſuy of making: treaties with A yer 
ment that bas given che faithleſs example: of! perverting the IEG 
Iberality of eee wann N 
Whom: i it was müde. at's 8150 e Th — I ** Av 1. LES 
In what a Hesstlant light muſt Nr; Walkingtar' 5 chardc- 1 9 5 
ter appear in the world, when his declarations and. e con- 11 
duct ate Compared together |. Here follows theileton hade 
tothe Committee of Publie 8 ety whilk Jay w was Regooiating 
In profound. ſcerecy this: weacherous treaty- it 8 „eng 15 
gion, Prefident of the Haited' States f 
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5. ek 3 ſome tinie before # character could” 'be obtained, 
bone, of the high office of expreſſipg the attachment of 
the United States to the — of our allies, and rain 

eder the Baud f our friendſhips © I have now made choice of 

A Monroe, one of out diſtinguiſhed citizens, to reſide 

vear the French Republic, in quality of miniſter plenipo- 

tentiary of the United States off America. He is inſtructed 
to bear to you our fiucere foliettudt fot" your welftire, and to cul- 
tivate with zeal the' cordidlity fo happily Jubſfting between tis. 

From a knowledge of his fidelity; probity and: good eonduct 

- F have entire confidence that he will render kimſelf accept- 

able to yoh and give effect to our deſire of preſerving and 
0 adunνj,jg, on all oecaſftont, the intetſt and connection of rbe two 

ation: I beſeech you therefore to give ful eredence to 
whatever he ſhall ſay to you on the part of the Unitec States, 

N + of all, when ke ſpall aſſuse ou that your 'proſperity is 

' ant objed? of our affettion, and I pray: Agen to _ ths ee | 


| Republic in 0 1 een en Mb i 
Wren 7 aye Sonor WASHINGTON. 
TOES "8; nn A 194 99 £ 


e ae inte — with Brighandy to ſavtender 5 
e property on board American ſhips to be ſeized by the 
- Engliſks, whilſt Engliſſt property on board American ſhips 
Vs declared by the French treaty: not to be ſeizable; that the 


unds of frliudſlip between Amerita and France wire 10bt'trawn 


5 ue war, from wlfich ports that ſame navy bad been ex- i 


tlie cleſer? Was it by declaring , naval ſtores contraband 


when coming to France; when by the French tremy' they 


were not contraband. when going to England, „that the cin- 
nection betaueen France and Ametica wa, 10 bt attvinced? Was 
i by opening the. American ports to the Briviſh/navy in the 


pelled by the aid ſolicited from France in the' American war 


Fg e aid gratuitouſly given) that the gratitude of Ame- 


1 2 


ies was to be oy: wy the e aner ol in e : 
5 letter demonſtrated 7 05 5 p 


pry PI 


5% As the letter was addreſiee 26; the Con mittee of Pablic 
— Mr. Wathington did not expedt it would get abroad 
niche world, or be ſeen by any other eye than that of Robe- 
-Hpiares, or be heard by any other ear 'than' that of the Com- 


mine p cHiat it would paſs as a whiſper acroſs the Atlantic, 
from n chamber to the other, and — t 


pF. Io 
Js d# : 


Was 


# 


[1 


Al r This reſolution” paſſed long before'J 1 ˙ treaty | 
vi known or fuſpeRed;/it paſedir the days of confdenee: 

bot he gag was not prefentec b og — Stirnseral 
| — mints after the tr 


* 


point of view, it was ſuited to the circumſtances of the mo- 
ment then paſſing; but as the event of that miſſion has 
proved the letter to be hypoctitical, it ferves no other pur- 
; poſe of the preſent”, moment than to ſhew that the writer is 


not to be eredited. Two circuniſtances {ſerved to make che | 
reading of the letter neceſſary in the Convention. The one 


Was, that thoſe who. ſucceeded on the fall of Robeſpierre, 


found it moſt prbper to act with publicity; the other, to ex- 


tinguiſn the ſuſpicions which 2s ſtrange. Conduct of Morris | 
ha ogcaki & io. France. 


When the Britiſh Th, 85 the Cake of it by 1 Mr. 


 Waltkingion, was known in F rance, all further declarations 


from him of his good diſpoſition, as an Ally and a friend, 


_ paſſed for ſo many cyphers ; ; but ftill it appeared neceſſary to 
| him to keep up the farce of declarations. * It is ſtipulated in 


the Britiſh treaty, that commiſſioners are to report at the end 5 
"ot two years on the cafe of neutral bips making neutral pro 


per. In the mean time neutral ſhips « do ot make neutral 


property, according to the Britiſh tteaty, and they . 


cording to the French treaty. The preſervation, therefore, 


of the French treaty became of great importance to England, 
as by that means ſhe can employ American ſhips'as carfiers, | 


whilſt the ſame advantage is denied t Prance. Whether 
the French treaty could exiſt aza 18 of right after this 


clandeſtine. perverſion of it, , cou ul; 'not but give ſome appre- 


| henſjons to the partizans of t the ririſh treaty, und it became 
neceſſary to them to make 
e in good = wo 


K 2 


ot . . 


on the public” reception of Mr: Monroe, althes the Ame- 


nean and the French Aly to be diſplayed doitedly in the 

hall of the Convention. Ar. Monkoe made a "preſent" of an 
American flag for tlie purpoſe. The Convention returned = 

4 - compliment by ſending 2 Frencli flag to Atherica, to be 


preſented by their Miniſter, Mr. Adet, to the American go- 


tre pr been ra aut Wattens 


OT 
” 
4 


„ TY „ 
Was N to remove from the: mind of As Committee ? 
all ſuſpicion upon Jay's miſſion to England, and, in this 


| ap. N 12 words, . was 


. . r oY. 
Cc 2 ie e ma 
9 4 
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hide this the; occaſion of ſaying ſome fine chings to the 
C French Miniſter, ang the beiter to. get himſelf into tuns to. 
1 | 5 do this, he began by ſaying t the fineſt things of himſelf. 
| 1 2 | * ; CAS Born, fir, (fair he) in a land of. | liberty ; ; having do, 
|| 5 5 learned its value; Saving engaged in a perilous con fick 
8 J to defend i it ; having, in a word, devoted the beſt z years of - 
_ ' —_- « my life. to ſecure its permanent eſtabliſhment 3 in my 0 own 
REY « country. "A my anxious recollections, my. " ſympathetic feel- 
| WK | C dogs, and my pelt wiſhes are irrefiſtibly excited, whenever, 
i | in any country, I ſee an oppreſſed. Fople. unfurl” the 
8 banners of freedom.” 2 | 
| Mr. Waſhington having e many. 5 9 
upon himſelf, was obliged to invent a new one 55 the os, 
French, and he calls them 40 wonderful e 8 N c- Wn 
aleſced, powers acknowledge as woch. i gate Fay . 
* Mn. eee to bear Mr. e 0 5 of his Som- hn 


4 44 


: J das PH them fo mach its noe, * is i 

to. examine his pretenſions. 925 5 N 

| ger might be led to ſuppoſe from the e eg ita wk N 

which. Mr, Waſh} gton ſpeaks, that himſelf, 125 himſelf . 

; only, had generated 8 conducted, compleated, and eftablih- , 
ed the revolution: In ne, that it Was all bis own doing. | 

In The firſt place, as to | e political part, he had r no ſhare 

| in it; and therefore the whole ef that | 1s” out of the. quel- 

tion with reſpedt to him. There remains, then only the | 

| military, part, and it would bave been. prudent”. in Mr. 

Waſhington not to have awakened enquiry. _byon that fob- 5 

. Fame then was cheap; he enjoyed, it ch ea] ly i goo = 

e diſpoſed to take away the taurels, th ia .wh 8 

ther they wete acquired or not, had been S 

ü Mr, Waſhin ton's merit con fiſted in conflaticy,. Bat con 

” fancy was the common virtue of the revolutionifts, . Who 
nr 3 1 ave! of k pony | MY, gel. 45 
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Aden Sie Deus though, be.atempted: to defrand, a 01 

3 . „ YEN. 06 Teh TEE 
But when thc. of miliary bt fomethiog. wore. 8 

is to be. underſtood. than conſtancy and ſomething, more is 


to be underſtood than the Fabian ſyſtem of doing nothing. 


E. ant hang part can be done by. any. body. Old Mrs. 7 5 | 


mpſpn, the houſe keeper of head quarters (who threat- 
ened to make the ſun. and the wind ſhine through Riving- 
ton of New-York); could have done it as well as Mr. Wath-. | 
ington. Deborah would have been as good as Barak. 

Mr. Waſbington had the nominal rank of Commend. 0 
in Chief; but he was nat ſo in fact. He had in gealit7 
- only, a ſeparate command. He had . no controul over, or 
directioꝝ of, the army to the northward, under Gates, chat 
captured Burgoyne; nor of that to the ſouth, under Green, 
that recovered the Southern States. Tbe nominal rank, how 
ever, of Commander i in chief, ſerved to throw upon bim the 
lauſtre of thoſe actions, and to make bim appear AS the ſoul 
and centre of all the military operations in America. 

He commenced his command. June 3775»: duriog the 
time the Maſſachuſetts army lay before Boſton, and after 
the affair of Bunker-hill. The commencement of bis Ip 
command was the commencement ) of: inaQtivity. .. | 3 
was. afterwards done, or attempted to be done, 4956 the; >: 
nine months he remained before Boſton. If we may judge 
from the refiſtance made at Concord, and afterwards at Bunker 
ill, there Was 4 ſpirit of enterpriſe at that time, Which 
dhe . of Mr. Waſhington chilled into cold defence. 


By the advantage of a good exterior, he attracts. reſpect, 5 Og 


which: his habitual ilence tends to preſerve ; but he has not 1 
the talent of inſpiring ardous in an. army, The enemy re- 
moved from Boſton in March 1776 to wait\ for reinforces. 
ments from Europe, ad to ks 4 more een _ 1 
tion at New Vorn N Marne ap N 
The inaQtivity of & > campaign of. 1773 on the part of 
General Waſhington, when the enemy had a leſs force:thay'! - 
in * futore e of Fn war; 1. the da yo choiggy 


| Joſs and Wen be he re that . camp pal 


eee taken”) were ler lands. ar e on” ha: in | h 
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the 8 the enemy, by the aid of their ſhips « could wing 
their whole force againſt a part of Gen. Waſhington's, 28 


* In the affair of Long -Iſland, and in the latter he mighit be 
+ ſhut up as in the bottom of a bag. This had nearly been 
the caſe at New Fork, and it was ſo in part; it was actu- 


ally the caſe at Fort Waſhington; and would have been 


the caſe at Fort Lee if Gen. Greene had not moved pre- ; 


cipitately off, leaving every thing behind, and by gaining 
Hackinſach bridge, got out of Bergen neck. How far Mr. 
: Waſhington, as a General, is blameable for theſe matters, 
Jam not undertaking to determine, but they are evidently 
defects in military geography. The ſueceſsful ſkirmiſhes at 
the cloſe of that campaign (matters that would ſcarcely de 


noticed in a better ſtate of things) make the brilliant ex- 
ploits of Gen. Waſhington“ s ſeven. campaigns.-No \ wonder | 


we ſec ſuch puſillanimity in the TEN" when 1 we. "fee fo, 
wy little enterpriſe in the General. 

The campaign of 1777, became famous, not 7 any er 
on the part of Gen. Waſhington, but by the capture of | 
Gen. Burgoyne and the army under his command, by the 

Northern army at Saratoga under Gen. Gates. 80 totally 
digtinct and unconnected were the two armies of Waſhing- * 

| uh and Gates, and ſo independent was the latter F of tlie 
auority of the nominal Commander in Chief, that the two 
Generals did not ſo much as correfpond, and it was only by a 
etter of Gen. (fince Governor) Clinton, that General Waſh- 
ington was inforined of that event. The Britiſh tbok poſſeſfion 
of Philadelphia this year, which they evachated' the next, 
; 7 time enough to ſave their heavy baggage" and fleet of © 


Cpt 199 from capture by the French Admiral PEſivivg, _ 


. (who arrived at the mouth of che Delaware ſoon After. 
The capture of Burgoyne gave an èclat In Europe | to the 
| American arms, and facilitated the alliance With Fräner. 
The eclat, however, wis not kept up by any thing * on the 
part of Gen. Waſhington. The ſame unfortunate languor | 
that marked his entrance into the feld continued always. | 
- Diſcontents began to prevail rongly againſt bim, and a 
ty was formed in Vork. Town, in Pennſylvania, | for re- 
ming him from the command of the army. The ke 
FY 2 Au times, - theiewyof the alliance with e 


* 


1 1 > We arrived at Ro! the 25th. Augott lowing," De 


| Hmerimecand was afterwardejoiyedhy'tbar of Barra, ks 


r a; Gt / . As Lorin ek 4246. 
* +7 — — 
i . * - 
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' Natdiag was done i in 1 the campaigns of 1778, 1779; _ 
In the part where Gen. Waſhington commanded, except the \ 
taking Stony Point by Gen. Wayne. The Southern States 
in the mean time were over- run by the enemy. They were 
aAſterwards recovered by Gen. Greene, who had in a very N 
great meaſure created the army that accompliſhed that reco : 
very. In all this General Waſhington had no ſhare. 'The 
Fabian ſyſtem of war, followed by him, began now to un- 
fold itſelf with all its evils,” for what is * abian War Wren 
| Fabian means to ſupport it 5 

The finances of Congreſs, . wholly on emiſſions 
of paper money, were exhauſted. Its credit was gone. The 
continental treaſury was nat able to pay the expence © 
| brigade of. waggons to tranſport the neceſſary ſtores to the n 
army, and yet the ſole object, the eſtabliſument of the revo- 
lution, Was 2 thing of remote diſtance. 'The ime am "OY 
ſpeaking of is the latter end of the year 2780. | | 
I In this Gtugtion of things it was found not only „ : 
ent, but abſolutely neceſſary for Congreſs to ſtate he whole 
gaſe to its ally. I Knew more of this matter (before it came 
into Congreſs, | or was known to. General Wafſhingtpp) of its 
progreſs, and its iſſue, than I chnſe to ſtatę in this letter. 

Col. John Laurens was ſent to France as Envoy Extraordi- 

nary on this xccaſion, and by 2 private agreement between 
him and me, 1 accompanied bim. We failed from Boſton in 
the Alliance, frigate, Feb. 11th, 1781. France had already 

done much f in accepting and paying bills drawn: by ne e 

She was now called ypon to do more. The event of Col. 
Taurengz miſſion, with the. aid of the venerable miniſter, 

#F ranklin, Was, dhat 1 France gave in money, ag a preſent, fix 
millions of livres, and. ten millions more as a loan, and agreed 
80 ſend a fleet of dot leſs than thirty fail of the line, at her 
dn expence, az an aid to. America. | Col. Laurens and my 

elt returned from Areſt the it of June following, taking 
with us two millions and an half of F hyres. (apwards of one 1 
| handred houfünd pounds Herling). of why"! | = omg A 5 8 

_ Fonvoying tio. ſhips: with ſtores. e * 


raſſe arrived with che French net! in the Cheſaggak at the 


3 fail: of. the lige. The rt was tranſported in waggons | 
Boſton to the Bank at P | SEP, ee 
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mas Willing, who has fince put himſelf at the head of the liſt 
ol petitioners in favour of the Britiſh. treaty, Was then Pre- 


N -Ingrowk 
any other American officer. 
* H have had, and ſtill have, as much. pride in ch Ameriedn 


His merit in that affair was ho: more than that” of 


* ; 
> x 8 * 88 3 * 1 INC Fa 
, 99 5 Ke 2 3 3 — > i 


bave; but that pride has never made me forgetfal from 
- whence the great aid came that compleated the bufineſs. 
Foreign aid (that of France) was calculated upon at the com- 

- mencementof- the revolution. It i is one of the objects treat- 


Waſhingron and the Waſhington. faction, that has brought 
3 upon America the loſs of character ſhe now ſuffers in the 


and to Which i it is yet erpoſed. The Britiſn miniſtry ſoon 


of the New. Vork Chamber of Commerce to the P 
und in that of ſundry inerchants of Philadelphia; whichiwas | 
not much better e nie 
When tke revolution. of Pres Jan n Bae eltabhte ! 
by: the termination of the war, the workt-gave her credit for 
great character; and ſhe had nothing to de But wind 
firm upon that ground. The Britiſh. miniſtry had their hat 


jünſult to inſult till gone more were left to be offered. The 

propoſals made by: Sweden and Denmark" to the American 
| adminiſtiavion were diſregarded.” 1 know - not if o n nuch 
as an anſwer hüs beeri returned 10 them . 


was ſent on a pilgrimage 10 London, to make all up by pen- 
ance and petition. In the meam time the tenious and "drow 
9 ne 1 eee i'r ſerve 


125 


 Gdent, and it was by the aid of this money, and of this fleet, 
and of Rochambeau's army, that Cornwallis was taken; 
* the lavrels of which have been unjuſtly given to Mr. Waſn⸗ 


revolution as any man, or as Mr. Waſhington has a Tight to 


-ed of in che pamphlet Commes Senſe, but as a matter that 
could not be hoped for, unleſs Independence was detlared- 
It is as well the ingratitude as the pufillanimity of Mr. 


world, and the numerous evils her commerce has undergone, N 
found out what fort of men they bad to deal with, and they ; 


dealt with them accordingfy ; and if further explanation was 
_ wanting,; it has been fully giver! ſince in the ſaivelling addrefs - 


hop: 4. 4 4 


too full of trouble to have provoked vaneceſſarily # ruptufe 

with ber, had ſhe ſhewn a proper t᷑eſolution to defend her 
tights. But encovraged as they were by the ſubmifhve ha. 

rafter of her executive anifhiſtration," they proceeded from 


— 


1 Iminiſter prni- 5 : 
; $zentiary, (aß ſome of the Britiſh prints.called/ kim) Me, ay, 5 


a tocſin of terror upon the inexhauſtible reſources of England. | 


 bliſhed by all the treaties that lad been formed prior to that 


5 bliſhed were good. That ground 'ought never to have been 5 
| departed from. It was the] juſtiffable ground of right, and 


: commerce of America is, by Jay's treaty, put under 


ſhip of England. or France, flops her veſſels.and carries them 


: from th b - « ſea op the, land, bh, fleſh, vegetable, or manufac- | 
| ture, ig, ; 
5 able. þ is exempt, In all other treaties of commerce 
the article, which enumerates the contraband. articles ſuch as 


and the Merping phraſe of f proviſions and other. viele, f 


, 


: her rights of commerce and navigation have to 83 1 


ory) win hy 


which enumerates t the articles not contraband but it: is not n 


| vile Lreaty. of ſurrender, fince, rreaties began to exiſt. io | 


£2 there i is ſenſe enough left in the heart to call a bluſn into the 5 : 
cheek, the; Waſhington. adininifration..muſt be. aſhamed to 


POR "IRS LIN ally by e eee en e eee r 444 
ew „ * „ . „ 8 — 


to 3 every thing z i to irg in Americe, the 


Her reſources, - ſays he, are greater than thoſe of all the 
other powers. This man is fo intoxicated with fear we 
finance that he knows. not. * difference between plus and 5 
ninui between an hundred pounds i in band, and an hundred 
Pai nds worſe' than nothing. 

The commerte of "America, iv far as it kay 8 1 


by Jay, was free, and the principles upon which i it was eſta. 
no, temporary difficulties ought ro have induced an abandon- 
ment of it. The caſe now is otherwiſe. The ground, the 
ſeene, the pretenſions, the every thing, are. changed. The þ 


anminion. The ſea is not free for her. Her, right TO: 
gate it is reduced to the right « of eſcaping ;. that i is, until ſome 


inza, port, Byery. article” of American, produce, whether 


„ by. Jay's treaty, made. either contraband or: ſeiz. | 


fire armee gun powder, &C. is followed. by another. article 


ſo in Jays treaty, Thereris no exempting article. Its place 
is ſupplied by the article for ſeizing, and carrying into port: 


— 8 


includ des 


every thing. There never was.ſuch, a baſe and ſen-. 


1 


This is the ground upon which America no. ſtands,” 


— 8 a 2 Ag Fe 4 
— — ee 3 —— — 
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anew, and that with 71085 of 


haraQer, to; begin with. .. If 


—— — Geitreren ne 
. 3 


te 
” 


And a5 ko, you... fir, treacherous: in private 1 


ip, G $ Eon haye deen zo 6s. and. that in the day 

Wbeserite in public © life, the world will 

9 1 gh are an apaſtate or an im- 
"aban wed: - good..-prineiples,: or 
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$ * 75 Mr, 0 5 es in page 9p ee 
lemorial. 


- Addreſs this Memorial to you in Conſequence of a letter 1 

1 received from a friend, 18 Fructidor, Sept. 1b) "in 

| 3 he ſays: + Mr. Monroe has told me chat he has no 

« orders (meaniny from the American government) reſſ petting 

«6 «you, but 1 am fare he will leave nothing undone to liberate 

« vo. ; but, from what 1 learn from all the late Americans, | 
yon are not conſidered, eithier by the . or by 

e the individuals; as an American citizen. You have been 

made a French citizen, which you have accepted, and you 

e. have further made yourſelf a ſervant of the French Repub- 

_ 6 The, and it would be out of character for an American mi. 
42 niſter to interfere in their internal' concerns. Fou muſt, 
4. therefore; either be liberated 1 out of compliment t fo Ameri. | 
. ca, or fland your trial, which vol have 4 right to demand.” : 

"This information was ſo unexpected b 7 3 khat Tam at 2 
tot how to anſwer it. T know not on w t principle it | origi. 
„ ny” * wheiher from an idea that I had he abandon- 
5 ed my citizenſhip of America for that öf France, or from any 
Article in the American conflitution applied to: me. The arg : 
is untrue with reſpect ts any intention on my part; and the 

ſecond is without foundation, As r Wall met in the courſe 
of ,, S0r n Meb'Y ans on xi 6 ny 
" Theidexof coſting the hin oF trip yon to 
| reigners who dud ig ie heat in p 'opa 
Principles of liberty and human ity, in oppokition' to a m, 
ar and bloodſhed, "was firſt propored by me to 1a Fahette, | 
at the. com ent of the Frenc ch re\ or nh Fr 15 
der appeated to be we 22 A0 1 * 
1 kr L CEATROTEL 5 
4 e 


5 1 


2 1 


1 * . 3 = 15 
wo: e in „ making this e was to render che pale th 


different nations more fraternal than. they had been or Sang N 
were. I obſeryed that almoſt every branch af ſcience, bad 


poſſeſſed itſelf. of t 


a exerdiſe of this right, ſo far as 


: its own inſtitution. : Moſt of the academies. and, focieties.i in 


: Eorope.« conferred the. rank of honorary member upon. fo-. 


|  Teigners eminent in knowledge, and made them members of 
| their literary or ſcientific republic, without affectißg or any 


ways diminiſping their rights; of citizenſhip i in their own cou n- 


5 try, or in other- ſocieties; and. why the ſcience! of govern-· ; 
ment ſhould not have. the ſame advantage, Or. why the peo: 
ple of one nation ſhould not, by their repreſentative, exer- 


* 4 


ciſe the right. of conferring the honor of citizenſhip upon 


individuals eminent in another nation, without affecting heir . 


_ rights of citizenſhip i in their Frpen * is N n Wy 


ta be ſolved. 


I now SA to Ps bop on that part of the letter i in wer : 


the writer ſays, that © from all he can learn from the late 


Americans, 1 am not conſidered, in America, either by 


the government g or . the individuals, 55 an een » 


| citizen, * 


the government of America 4 The members whocompoſe the 
government are only individuals when in converſation, and 
who muſt probably hold very different opinions upon the, 

-Þ ubject. Have Congreſs as a body made any declaration re- 
1 ſpeQing me, that they no longer conſider me as a. citizen? If 
they have not, any thing they may otherwiſe-ſay is no more 


SR $58 


. 


In the firſt | place I with, to 1 1 is hes meant ay 


than the opipion of individuals, and conſequently is not legal 
authority, nor any wiſe authority to deprive any man of 


his citizenſhip. | Beſides, whether, a man has. forfcited.. his 
_ rights of citizenſhip i is a queſtion not determinable by Con- . 
greſs, but by a Court of -Judicature and a Jury, and muſt 
depend upon evidence and the application of ſome law or 
article of the conſſitution to the caſe. No ſuch proceeding 
has yet. been had, and conſequently [ remain a citizen until 


it be had, be that determination what it may; for there 


1 can be no ſuch thing as a ſuſpenſion of rights in che interim. 


7 am aware of the article of the conſtitution which ſays, 


as nearly as 1 can recollect, that any citizen of the United 
States who ee n tidle, Place, or office, from any 


hs, 1 . 
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| fon King) pes 6 or Hate, Wor beriet 151 wie bis lit 
of «citizenſhip of tine United Stütes.⸗- „ 
Had the. article laid, that apy einten if the United States, 
abe Hall be member of "any. \fortign convention } fer + the purpoſe 4 
n 4 free conftifution, ſhall forfeit and loje the. right of citi- 
ſhip of the United States, the article' had been directiy ap- 
plicable to me; but the idea of ſuch an article never d. 
have entered the mind of the American "Convention, and yy 


the preſent article is altogether foreign to the caſe with reſpeR_ , 


to me; for it ſuppoſes a government in-a&ual exiſtence, and 
nota government diſſolved; and it ſuppoſes a citizen of Ame- i 
rica accepting titles and offices under that government, and 


not a citizen of America who gives his aſſiſtance in a Con- 1505 


vention choſen by the people for the purpoſe of Forming : a. 
government de novo, fou ded on their authority. 
The late conffitution and government of France was di. 


ſol ved the zoth of Avguft, 1792. The National Legiſlative | 


Aſſembly. then in being, ſuppoſed itſelf without authority to 
continue its fittings, and it propoſed to the departments to 
led, not another Legiſlative Body, but a Convention for 
the expreſs purpoſe of forming a conſtitution. . When the 
Aſſembly were diſcourſing on this matter, ſome of the mem 
bers ſaid, that they wiſhed ro gain” all the information poſ- 
- fible upon the ſubject of free conſtitutione, and expreſſed 2 
wiſh to invite foreigvers of any nation to the Convention, 
who had diſtinguiſhed themſelves in defending, explaining, 
and propagating 1 the principles of Liberty.” It was on this 
occaſion that my name was mentioned in the Aſſembly. . 
was then in England. Alter this a deputation from a body 
of the French people, in order to remove any obiection that 
might be made againſt my afliſting at the propoſed Conven- 
tion, requeſted' the Aſſembly, as. their repreſentatives, to 
' confer.on me the title of French Citizen; after which 1 was 
elected in four different departments, as is already Known. SE 
The caſe therefore is, that T accepted tothing from . 
Ving, prince, or ſtate, nor from any government; for France 
Was then without any government, except what arſe from 
neceſſity and conſent. Neither did I make myſelf a ſervant . 
* e French Republic, as the letter already rt elfen; | 
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I Lever muſt deny, that any article of. the American eon. 
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che; convention that framed the conſtitution, to preſerve the | 
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form. I eame to France (for I was in England when 15 was 
ele ed) not to enjoy eaſe, emoluments, or foppiſh honotrs, 
28 the article. ſuppoſes; and 1 much queſtion whether ITY 
1 who. now mai AY ſeek to turn this to my injury (for 
0 ſome 1 believe do) would have. bad Tourage to have. done 
5 the fame thing 1 am ſure Goa. Mortis would not. "He 
told me the 2 day after my arrival at Paris, "that the 
| Auſtrians and Prufhans, who were then at Verdun, "out be 
in Paris in #fortnight. [have n no idea, faid be, that ſeventy | 
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1 the had no ſhare in the marderous ſyſtem that raged during the 
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abus and politically, is known to all that had any knowledge of 


25 * * me; and could I have written French as well as I can Eng- 
e = Hun, 1 would have publicly, expoſed. Its wickedneſs, and 
dd mewn the ruin with which it was pregnant. Thoſe who 
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ter to interfere in the internal affairs of France.“ 8 
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